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To hs  < Coming of the =_ 3 s 
three Nations now aſſembled at \ LM 


Weſtminſter, concerning 


Propogation of the Goſpel, 

The New modliog of che Univerſities, 
Reformation of the Laws, 
lupply of the neceſſicies of the poor ; 


Andmany other things of great moment, which 


may conduceto the honour of God, andthe 
- comfort and joy of his people. 


-" 
_ wa I 


| By 2. R. an admirer and adorer of the od orovi- - 
dence of God, in making ſuch happy 


Roy 


1 changes intheſe Nations. 


_—_— 


Prov. 2 9s 2. 

then the ri ighreows a are in authority the people rejoices but $0 
the wicked beareth Rale, the people mourn, 

| es 

My heert is toward the FOR ti ſracl who free theme 
Jehves willin gly among the people. 

- Prov.28.16.  - - 

The Piiacs that wanteth under ſtanding 5: 4 gyeas oppreſſor,. but be | 
that hateth covetonſne(ſe ſhall prolong his dayes, Prov. 22. 16: © 
He that oppreſſeth the poor to increaſe his riches , Fs he that 
giveth to the rich Gas ſurely c Come to Want, 
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Prince by "O08 Hills, for R: C. and are to be fold by 
- Giles Calvert, acthe Black-ſpreas ww | 
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To the Right Honourable the Supreme 
Goyernours of the three Nations now al- 
© » fembledat Weſtminſter. 


able, 


> 23 Hen [ read and confider thoſe ſacred Chronicles of the Kings 
A apd Governours of Judeh and {ſrael, how variouſly they 
aRed in their ſeveral affairs towards God and-man 5 ſome® 

times finding that the Kipgs and Governpars of thoſe 

times were not upright with God, but turn'd afide from 

s him, and conſequently, they were Of profane and: carnall 

- hearts, and then the worſhip of God was laid afide, and 
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f perſons, nor taki 
- And having this hope, that things wi 
you » { am encouraged ro preſent unto your Honours, theſe few pro- 


_ "0G poſals 3 being perſwaded , that alt things of this nature will be acceprable | 
i unto; yob; and that you having the Spiric of God in you, which preflerh after | 
8-2 Righrconſnefſe ahd Holineffe , © all motions tending thereto, will be wel-- ; 
come, and allo uſefull unto.you, from whoreſoever they comez and as for ; 
- mes I conld nor choſe but communicate thoſe few things, that were upon my- 
Wo. heart, by way of propoſal to yon 3 thovgh I ſhould have been glad if others 
þ. | had been mote forward, and prevented me herein : for ſo it had been done, | 
Lſhould have been ſatisfied, and I could wiſh, if any 'others had any other 
thing opon their Spirits, that may be of publique advantage, that they wonld Bo 
| all profent them to-your confiderarions t for it being done onely- by way- of 
.+ - _ Propoſal, it eav be no way prejudicial , but may be ſeveral] wayes advan- 
LOS rageous, to you: - (if your Spirits be humble, as I hope they are, and will not | 
EE.” flight any thing becauſe it is propounded by another) for if ic ſhould be ſa, ; 

5 that the ſame things are propounded to you, upon ſollid and good grounds 3 | 
E” which you had-in your hearts before to-dozor if it ſhould be ſo,that whar is,or 
Ws... ſhall be propounded te you by any of Gods people (though a great number | 

ſhovid make prapoſals to yoo) ſhoald come ſhore of what you have already q- 
in your heart todo, the Spirit of God, being powred our-ppon: you, 'to 

you for Government , as it was ppon the-ſeventy-Elders:s _ © ] | 

Yet this advantage yon would have by their- propoſals, that you -would | 
be incouraged, to go on vigoronſly in the doing of thoſe things, which both - 

Godandhis people do perſwade-you-to- 

+ . And-thus leaving-you to the conſideration of the following Propoſals, I on- 
4y defice you (if there be-any thing herein that ſuits not with your incling-. | 
A -tions*or intentions)to remember they are bur Propoſals : and may be either - ; 
_M  _ wavedor improved as the Lord ſhall guide your heatts, 

Ke >The firſt ſour-propeſals ſhall be concerning General,and the reſt concerning - 
-.__ - , particular things. ; | : 


e j0 me. | | 
, ruling inthe fear of God 2 and be ſhall 
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o Rule in th Ffear of Gods which 1 hope you will ſeriouſly confi- - 
ws forgedr incouraggemencthereunto is exceeding great , for jf you 
= if > 29%, "WO, te TTL : we 
ado; yeouThalt-never-be put our in obſcurity, not but. your — 
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| ſtares for your children,. and of ſeeking the. honour of mery upon t 


honour God will honour. Oh thereſort make ir your. 
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ſhall be glorious: and the fcoits that you bring forth:in that Jight ſhall beqitie. > 3 
o d : : Wy CL O'S gr > SC: E J _— of d 3 ». 4 57. T90 : '* PILE by 
tious , for youfhall not be anfruirful, (if you be jeſt, and Rule.m- he: NEW. 


of God) but you ſhall be as the tender graſs, ſpringing oor of the earthy». >. F< 


clear ſhining after rain,which is exceeding deficeable to all whom Ir concerns4 7/5 © 7 
Oh therefore let this pretiovs word be alwayes ogneirg in*your cats, and... _..... 2 
make deep impreſſions in your hears! HE THAT RULETH OVER. _ #7. 
MEN,” MUST BE JUST,RULING IN THE FEAR OF: - {5 
G OD. TID 9 

2. Prop. That you wou!d conſider, that the time of the Teign of, Chriſt Tharh bm ts: 
is at hand 3 either; perſonally, or by the. glorious powrings: Bur of hart mA 
his Spicit vpon his, people, which will a5 viſibly demonſtrace tha he is would ala MY 
King and. reigneth, as. if he weie perſonally on. earth , and. when” 3 
he reigneth , he will .Judge the | world with - equity , and the people 
with his cruth. Oh therefore do you ſtrive to be his forerunners! and-to give 
the world a taſt, what it is:to have Jeſus Chriſt ro.ceign over the. Nations of con 
the .carth (cicher immediately. in his own perſon, or mediately by his - 


s 


Saints » making them Princes in_all Lands) b doing ſuch Juft and Righreous, o_ Us. we” 
"things, as you do know, cr may know, Jeſus Chriſt will: do when he reigns Cre EO 
on carthz. ſo will you do as mach as in you beth to ſet up the Kingdom © 
Jeſas Chriſt-on earth , and to haſten that glorious time for which. the Spirits 
and. the Bride, the Spouſe of Jefas Chriſt hath ſo long waited, Saying, come. , 
Lord leſws,' come quickly. pc +> oY 

3: Prop. that you would take up holy reſglations in the ficength of the po > 
Lords and not your ownſtrerigth, to lay aſide all - your. owsd. intereſts, and Ro” 
outward advantagess and to be ina manner careleſsof your own outward ez uy te: 
ſtates, not caring what becomes of them, ſo you may. advance Chriſt z but it all theix. 
"reſolving with a holy indignation to trample upon any werldly advantages: cate to do 
when they come in competition with doing. ſervice for Chrift,. nor taking.Crmree 65. 
care tO lay up great eſtates fox your poſterity, or to gain great eſtates far your ©tvift iq chek 
felyess aimaing.at being accoanted great and honourable among men. (legve ue. 4 
you that to others. that believe not, for how'can you believe that ſeek bononr 5. 5 a” 
. ongpf. another) but kaqwing that the more careleſs you are of pre viding © ng Yr + 


of doing ſervice tar, and the honowring of God , whoſe great name you have 2, 
rakes upon you, and whoſe ſervants you profefſe your ſelves te be, the more 
care wi | God take for you, and yours, and the more honour ſhall ye receive. 
fram:men,. ſaid I from men onely? I might ſay from God alfe,:for they rhat 
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God ! and cruſt him-for eftates, and whatſoever ſhall be. good for” 


4. Props That you be quick and ſpeedy in deing the we 2 Lord, would be - 
being diligent in buſineſs, fervent. in Spigir, ſerving the Lord, I ſay be ſpgedy i. x 
ſpeedy. Cchough gor withour ſeriouſneſs and conſideration) for hope deferred ing the. we 
makeththe heart fick, and the tedions- delays of your. predece in an- of Clitife-. 
thoriry ,- made the Commonwealth fick and weary, and (wirh 
it ſpoken) God himſelf weary to the ſpuing Wiph 4" In 


.monly bar fixteen hours in a week, for the dj 
weighty: things which God called for ac their hagds, - 
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;h re difparched their work that ſo there might have been no one a 
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forenoon; onely of four dayes in the week, ſofficient for the doing the work 
they had to do as if there were nothing now to be done, but ro ſpin our 
the time of a perpetual! Parliament from age to age, and therefore they 
would do bot a little now, and a little then, conſider of an AR for the relief 
of the poor, or for paying publique faith-money one day, and then Jay it a- 
fide fosthree, fix , twelve moneths together, and do no more in it this year, 
than they did the laft. Bot oh that by how much they have been negli- 
gent and careleſs of doing-the work which they cnghe to have done,by fomuch 
the more you would be diligent and refolved , and unwearied in your work; 
and laboar of love for God, and for his people , and for the Common=wealth 
of the three Nations ! I ſay not this as if things could be all done in a me- 
TE -ment , for they willdeſerve to be blamed that fhall be too preſſing upon 
- "<F UERE -you, and be'by and by offended if you make not ſuch haſt as ſome haſtySpirirs 
bt, . . may expe&. Burl only propound, that you rake up refolutions to. be ſpee- 
dy, and if you fo reſolve, and indeayour it, as you can approve your hearts in 
the fight of God, you need not care though ſome troubled and haſfly Spirits 
_.-.- ſhoold be offended, only impute ir to their zeal and ignorance: And their 
5 Þ 'zeal being good, therefore diſpiſe them not, becauſe of their ignorance of 
> -* the greatneſs of your work, and the obſtrudions that may poſfibly be ſome- 
times in'Your way. | | 
WE: " And thus much for the general Propoſals, and now 1 come to propound 
Ti” ſome particular work, which may tend'very much to the honour of Gd, and 
=, thejoy of his people being done by you. G 
= * -  — $, Prop, Thatitbe your carneft endeavour to propagate the Goſpel; and 
$* Fropolal. this propoſe to you not fo much as you are Magiſtrates, bur as you are Chri- 
ſtians, that is'co fay, as you have received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord , and fo are 
- become indeed the Sonnes of God t for it is the duty of every*ſuch foul as is 
' indeed not onely a Profeſſor, but a Pofſeflor of Chriſt, to doall' that in him 
lies in this particular place and Sration to propagate the Goſpel theſe feur 
ways. Firft, inpraying that the Goſpel may run and be ' glorified. 2. In im- 
roving what talents he hath for publifhing the Goſpel 3 for no mian ovght ro 
| hide his Talent or Talents, but to rmprove them for his Mpfters advantage« 
3+ In exhorting ochers whom he finds ro be gifted, and firted to thar 
works (if he ſce them to neglef it) ro improve their Talents for che honour 
- _ ef rheir Lord. 4. In adminiftring to the neceffiries of ſuch as do make ir their 
©” work tO preach the Goſpel, bot have not any outward eſtates for the ſupply of 
-- themlelyes and their families, bur what is communicated unto them for that 
ork 3 5 oF fur h.muſt live of the Goſpel. _ | 
* Ang theſe four rhings Right Hononrable, I propound to you, as your du- 
a6-Magiftrates, as '1 ſaid before,” but as you are Chriſti- 
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"> F: That you jnecflatitly pray to the great Lord of the Harveſt, to ſend forth 
aboarers neo his Hatyett,* that ſo the Goſpel may be gloriouſly publiſhed 


Magiſtrates, and have other great affairs in your 
Ks. Sl hands, 


—_ 


whereas they had more need to have ſicten 16, kours in-a day; 


in our ftreets* But they. accounted onely three or four houres fitting in the. 
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. rage others whom you know to be gifted{(but of themſelves -are ſhie and back- | \. . * ;\* 5 2 


thoſe whom you exhort to this duty from the violence of any enemies, if Þ:- 2 


_ and this Fkewiſe you may do as you are(net onely Chriſtians but Magiſtrares, Goſpel.” 
I have theſe eight partienjarsro propeutdiunts you. - - "> 1. That dike i a 
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hands, yet remember you are alſo Chrifhiens and Saints, ts you ob 
;mprove your gifts and Tallents this way alfo to yeur' maſters honour as Les. TE 
as you haye opporttnity- David was a Magiſtrate and a Saint, and h&'didthe-. 1. -., 2 
work ofa Magiſtrate in his place, and the work of a Saint alſo. He _ mot. ..-: +! -5 
to publiſh the glorious truths of God in the grear congregation: +7 

3.. That you do not onely fo your ſelves, but that you exhort and incor- + me 


watd) to improve their gifts, and this to do as yon are” Chriſtian: and ycu- -- am" 
being not onely Chriſtians but Magiſtrates ,- have a greater advantage in do- \2 = eine 
Ing of ir than other Chriſtians have: fot Firſt, you have power to protect - 


there be any that ſhould date to oppoſe therti, though' ir is to be: hoped that | 
there are none in thefe three Nations under your Juriſdidtion , at leaft none * - ++; 4, 
thar will openly fhew- rhemſelves to be ſoch enemies of Chriſt, And Secone- - 
ly,you have power to command that the doors of the publick meeting pl:ces 
beſer Open, and free to all that are known to be geely and faithfoll 'diſpen- 
cers of the word of Chrift, whether Presbyterians, or thoſe commonly called 
Anabaptifts, or Independents, whereas '{ome Pres byterian Minifters have 
taken why 1 them very lately', to keep the doors of ſome publideimecting-. _ 
plac inft al! but themſelves, or whom they pleaſed, ard wonld nor _. - on 
faffer god pifters to preach in thoſe'places, no nor at foch times a5 thente 8: Parrieunt BY 
ſelves did not preach, not any orkers for them _ -thtngs i a: 
' 4+ That you adiviniſter to the neceſſities of ſuch as out of 1love'ts Ebiit fary toe - = 
do feed the Lambs and Sheep of Chrift, with wholeſome food, #nd make ir done in ord Y 
their work ſo.to do , not having any outward eſtare for the ſupply of them to the p FR . E 
ſelves and their families, but is 2dminiftred unto_them for thar work z gation. ofth Ie”: 
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with a far greater advantage than othet Mme may.” But undef” this hed 


TL, That you reſolve with all poſſible een <6 roidpeat the Law of 'Tithes, be abc ihe. : 
which is a great _— not Ry: ro the cftares, but ro the confciences "NY £3 
2. Thatidle rag that have no acquaintance with eſos Chriſt, arid know 2. Thar | 
onely how to fleeze and not how to feed the Sheep of 'Chrift, w_ receive Pref iy ol 
no incouragement from you in'that work bot-rathes you ſhonld incourage have no in» 
them toleave that work, 'by inviting of them” ro ſome other imploywent if cournemen: A 
that any: BE Anoka —I_ 7 ok —_ t to miflead 
afelves will ſupport them, or maintain themt oy NY. 
they ſhould have-no incouragernent from yow in thar York. = © - Thar, he 
3. That ſuch \Pfeachers of the Goſpel as are Paſtors of 'pacticular Con ega=] 
grim biel or others, be defired by ou to bring their 26 cach” 


- publick mee e that js moſt cant NOC no Ls WS. 
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= - . -4--That- in; the City' of London, two or three pariſhes that have. but few. 
© 4- That two People belonging ro them.,- may be reduced to qne , that ſo there may be 
” or three Pa {0 uct the lefle charge required for the maintenance of Goſpel preachers 5 
” riſhes be re- Whereas now one man takes 2 maintenance from a Pariſh , where ſcarce 40» 
” danced to one 77 5% Bfually come to hear him. 
. *.$- That god- 5' That no Miniſter, Presbyterian or other, that is of a Godly converfati- 
=" be pg lefle ic be to remove only to- the diſtance of two or three Pariſhes at moſt, 
E cher godly ſo as the people that are affeRed with his Miniſtery , may hear him if_cthey 
EE Broxchers pleaſe: provided that at- other times when he doth not preach , che ſame 
” way have free P21Pit may be free for any other gedly man to preach there : for there may 
Bf > De Other.Godly people of the ſame pariſh, or Corporation, chat may as much 
© liberty alike —__- ; _ 
” to preach, © defire the Miniftery of anather z as they of him , and when ir is ſo, the one 
2 miniſter ſhould have liberty in the fore-noon , and the other in the after- 
That loch 29092 and ſo both parties may be ſatisfyed. | ds 
#” 6. Thatiuc .6. That for the ſupply of the peoples wants of ſome to diſpence the word 
unto them , you do} not only deſire Paſtors of Churches to preach the word 
ara 1n publick places , but you do alſo defire thoſe great men, and good men 
I q that have great eſtates , that have been ſhy of going into the Pulpits bither- 
32.2 NG ro. (though they are betcer furniſhed withgifts ,. and fitted with abilities 3 
i JOE-IIOey for that work than many that call. themſelves miniſters and Clergy men) to go 
LL $Ooy COnver- ang preach che Goſpell freely, according to thoſe Talents they have received; 
z-  Fatior be de- for ir is their duty to do ſo, and as they. are the. Servants of Chriſt (as eyery 
Mea lo one hathreeeived a gift , ſo he ought to miniſter » as good Stewards of the 
manifold grace of God): they ought to improve their Talents, and in -im- 
- proying they may increaſe them. And being ſenſible of the great blindneſs 
.people are in for want of teachers ,. you ought to incourage and invite them 
therenate, and for this-you hayes.the example of thar good King Teboſbaphat 
2 Chron 17. 7,8. Who in the4third year of his reign ſent to his Princes , even to 


'.Chaiah, to teach in the Cities df Indah , and with them Levites, even Shema- 
iah, and Nethaniah, &c. and they tanght in Fudah, and went throughout all 
lg Cities of Fudah,” and. taught the people. - That good Kings :heajt being 

B, lifred op in the waics of the Lord, yer. 6, that 15 wonderfully iolarged ,. and 
WD: .  Taiſed up toward:God,, he therefore went on. in the waies of the Lord vi- 

Wen. Jqovouſ'y » throwing down the. falfe priefts and, falſe worſhip praGtiſed in 

-——/,,- ' Choſe times, and knowing that the generality of the mulcicude of cop 6b 

XP Plewerc ignorant of the wajes of the Lord , He therefore ſent to his: Prin- 

SG ces to go'up and dOwn, and. teach in the Cities of Judah, not thatiir may 
W-3c- - b pp o lg we Pens of Toes Vee fic for ny work , argon 
E - ,, >» Tt fach of. chem, as new-to. be holy men 5. and men having” the 
WNT 4 _ Spirit of the Lo:d in'them, and therefore they are fingled,out ,, and renti- 

= oned by,name.even Benhail ,- Obadigh + Zechariah, Nethaneel, and Micha» 
zah, and iem.choſe Priefts and.Levites alſo - that were firteft tor that 

ny-of the Levices might be as bad as the worſt. of others J even 
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on , be'taken from.any people that do love and deſire his Miniſtery , un- 


Benbaill, and to-Obadiah , and te-Zachariah, and to Nethaneel, and. to Mi- - 


—} NaIUCH.DY-Bame., Thus do.you deſire thoſe that are men of eſtates , 
; . YOU knOw:-t0 be gifted as aforeſaid, of whom it may be,there may be 
. welve , or More or lefſe, in a City or County, to tide abroad in- 
i PENS EREd 26 FE _ 
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| _ the Euntiy; evi Improve their git among thoſe. .peoplo yi; mane 


« (for farther ſopply of the people with papel Aeeathors e's 
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|. loply of naimenance fo a5 are willing ro* pr ha 
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which [7 were. intended - by the! Donors of. them to. ſuppoſed vale 
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_ way be wholly couverced to ſuch uſes as are indeed pious,” that 1 Ay ro: en tits © 
part thereof, -to he for the ſopglyſel fuch Preachers as are. able fai 
Miniſters of che New Teftament, and have nor outward id elle their own 
for their ſupply; And another part of thoſe Univerſity eſtates, for be ſupply 
ef godly Rc: gon 2 bay ar" up at _ Vu OR: 
godly Totors)and.o of + s onely, as whoſe pare Bar 
able co. maintain them there er hls that” others who ae Par oPE w- 
theic children-to the Vnivetrſities, to ſtudy apy of the. liberal. Mach og bac | 
alwaies doit attheir own propeycharge., and not that things be ſo corruptly - 
cartied25 they have beev, and yet arez That maffy Scholars that-are mens 
fons of vaſt eſtates, muſt have fellowſhips (as they now call them) and thoſe | » 
; that are mean (rhopgh their-children are godly) cannot bave any thing tg PE 
|. ward their mgimtetance, if they ſhould ſend them hither; Yea and.many'of EZ 
' _ thoſe thatthey call fellows for love'of their fellowſhips, continue in the Vni- * 5 2 
| - - vetſitjes all the dayes of their lives, (ſome of them being ancient, gfay-he > OS 
..__ men) living there an idle lifeſand never ek, abroad to ſer. themſelves r6 0Þo}— # 
|. any jnployment. wherein they may. be uſefoll/ ro .Ehuch or Common: + 


| 
- a” 
fl © That: beſides the maiotenonce whicks may come out of the Unirerbiy g fome 
| + Jands, yon take care to provide ſome other. maintellancÞ, for the | 167 Tur a 
all godly ang able Preachers of the Gofpe), whether ſ&ch as. ate ly tenance- 
|- called Prezbyterians, Independents,. or hen who do mend that wor  Wotthe bet3-f, 
| are « Breaking the Gale » and have norourwad Vf 
of their own to live-apon: you have power to prof __ 
| fare for the pyblick benefiz of the Nation, -and if loſgrencd bepele wach Goſfdet. 55 - 
-j. moreforſpiritual benefr, which Fu ovght in an eſpecial manner to take care piychers: bat ** 
| ofa yoy atoiprivate Cmiſtians, and have the better opportunity-to geir'® ug. Sing wi 


| you Ie: Megiltrates-. 222 of 

ir, "Bardilleeber ringer yo ohe never to preſume to take gay BOIE tom 

| athority upon you ta doany thing. is the Churches of: God y-in otdering vf@.” 
ch affuirs, abs np wg be and boom vn Bi only 
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feats; or any others, and this liberty they 


. «| Inqabolifhing cicli6s,” | 
'. the maintenance offhoſe Goſpel-Preachers that bave not eftaces-out of the UE 
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ny p-<P!e 00 ict CO. DE ITE LO pIVE ID! m9 ep Wir 
ary perſwaded that what they give to that ufe, they ought te give fredly. 
Cob th are of ſuch partieolar 'Chorehes as meet nor in- the ' Pariſh or 
Fown whercin they live Gf Leon fhbuld rare (people ſtverally) would beicom- 
pelled to pay the rate , alrhc 


| gh they do contribute to their ' own- officers , 
which will be unreaſonablezfor what God makes them willing and able to give 


© of their temporal , they will deſire to giver jp thoſe that do adminiſter co”. 
them' in Spirituals, therefore by no means campell any contributions of this 
. kind from any fort of people : for ſeyerdl forts of people zre ſeveral wayes at- 


#” and will defire liberty to give what they give in this kind, to” fuch as 
q "moſt zffeRed to, wherher cy con Presbyteridns;, Indepen- 
Jeu hould have , aidn@ be" abridg- 
ed oft,” © | af Fa ON Se 
\- Byt'when | propoſe it to you to take' carg to contribute to- the mainte= 
nance of Godly Minifters ,”1 mein (as I faid before) that you do herein but 


#5-your Uuty is ro. do, being private Chriſtians, viz. ro contribute bountiful- - 


If of your own eftates 5 and the publick treaſary: being in*yeur hands', to 
diſpoſe apart thereof to this pobliek good-work, but by no means (2s 1 ſaid 
be #74 Notes of your anthority, to impoſe any thing upon the conſcien- 
gc of par LAT 
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freely godl neither dire&ly or indireRlys And 2- The conſciences ofma- 
ely pc do ſcrople to be ted to give fo much » or ſo much to ſucha ales 
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', fed and needy, is more firongly-and eminenfly preft in the | 
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ployed to mannage that bifſfineſs , who Thonld be allowed ſuch a day's 76 
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to the poor that way.. 
Another, wiy might þe that a ſeal mi 
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Propofal.. 7+ 
| That the nextt 
m0 fort 


people 


in 
{Courts of Ju- 11ch mans cauſe is heard beſore the poorsz but O de you extraordinary things - 
Rice or other and ler not ſuch corrpprions be in your proceedings © and according to Þ 
wiſe than | the-P4oplcs poverty or 'meaneſs ,' wealth or riches, let care be taken for 
Telief's wherein they are wronged , and let the richeſt of all be relieved laſt 
had "rep that ordinarily they have bad relief firſt formerly : Bur if this- 
I wn Hay ſufficient then this i vle the:richeſt are better able-ro bear . 
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wuch or more. that. youdo.chem 1 izhr;or appoint ſome to do them right, before you do ſuch 
favour ſhewn arts of juſtice. for perſons of greater eftates © OE 
the ..The ground of chis-propoſall is, becauſe it is ordinarily fo carried, that.the | 


es than meaner people ate. But it is ſad to conſider hBw contrary to this 
rule cbings have been formerly carried. As for inſtance, od ſorts of peo- 
ple did contribute out of their eſtates in money and plate fof the defence of 


the lore Parliament , and the ticheſtwere firft paid, for they having money- 


by them-did dovble what was due ro them, and had all their dizburſements 
in-lats, in which: many of them had ſach good penyworths as ir way betr- 
ter to them chan ready money: . Botthe: that had not to double it,they 


could not have their money to this day, only there was an AR that all whole. 
debts Wgje under ten pound; fhould be ſatisfyed , Eby vertue of which AR, 
- there were indecda ſmallnumber of poor people whoſe debts were ſatisfieds 


Eot alas there were many godly poot -people that were ſo Zzealons: for that 


good cauſe that then 'was proſecuted , that they disbuift ,. ſome above cen, . 
_ others, above tweniy,. thirty, fifty pounds for the-Parliament.,” that it now 

' may be, -by- reaſon of the wajrs , and'of their 
* lefi-effares than many 'covetous perſons that lent Dbt 5 or 19.4 fo that ſatis- 


3 # © 


fation ſhould be made unto perſons, ſooner or later, not according to the 
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p- That you haviog firſt provided for the very pooreſt ſort; then - 
uy Dior the conditions of ſuch as are next them and are in a 
'Iean condition » thovgh not in ſo mean a condition as to want bread , ane 
* to ſtand in need of almes. And the conſideration you are to have of. 
may bave as their condition , is toprovige that if they be wtonged or defrauded by anys 


 * 
i 


eat ſufferings, have far 


'” ſum they disburſt, but according to the preſent condition of meaneſs, and ne- . 
=> * cefſities in which they ace. Sk 


wth 
*-4 
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*miſfioners for ſale of Lands , do all fit here, and-all that have any bufineſs © "4 
\ . In either of thefe caſes ,, muſt atrend them here , though they live as far as 


«Common-wealth.. In theſe and ſeverall orher reſpeRs , grear inconvenien- 


”- A © . 
"2 p 


bers of it, han now 'it is,, As for inſtance, The Cominiffioners for come - _— 


ing., and the Commiſſioners fer'removing Obſtructions, and the Cora +»... + 


- 


Cornwall and York ſhire , .and here wait ſeveral moneths before their buſineſs -_. 
£an be diſpatched , whereas were there Commiſſioners aurhorized'to firin >. 2 
every County, to diſpatch the ſame baſineſſes, The roles which are pteſcri-- © "3 
bed co thele hgre to proceed by , -wonld allo ferve toc'all the Commiſſioners - | 


in every County, wſingſs might be far better cared on; for they fitring - 
m every County , would be better enabled ro take cognizance of every par-' +4 


ticolar mans caſe , than theſe here can 3 for herethey take the baths of they. 
know not whom, and acording-to thoſe caths whether true cr falſe they paſs 
the buſines; whergas | in each © pafticelar County hey might have. | 
more (oem knowledge wit the perſntisgre that ſwear-ts ſuch or ſuch a thilkg + - 4 
and be able-to judge of what credit their oathes are ,. which here they can», 
notdo 2:.and then for the worth and value ofLands , they migh: be beter »- (41M 
and more fully infogmed than theſe Commiſſioners here,can3 for rhey ruſt” © 
to their Sarveyors,, and theſe Sarveyors may be and ſomecimes are bribed, - 4% 
and lands are-and have been nndervalaed ,: tothe gf ext prejudice of the © Ge 


ces come, for want of Commiſſioners fittingin/tvery Connry , for the relief 
of the people, and therightingef rhe oO ATA. 7 ge nS 4:4 
9. Prop. That you do'wholly-aboliſh and repeal thoſe great and tedious: 3, Propel 
volumes of Law, that are either in a_ftrange rongue or othgrwiſe (which ſerve Thar all © 
for no other*end , hnt to enrich the Lawyers , and impoverith others) and profitable # 
prepare inſtead thereof only ſome plain brief generall rules , which all men Ft. cre 
may be acquainted with, Epos $5047 nely ſuch piogs, faithfol'and aiſcreet. jng and Te 
men , forthe admigiſtration of Juſtice', as never knew what thoſe old laws &ince-devei 
meant's leaving them to'do in matters of ja ſtice what the Law of- God, and jng laws, 
nature guides them to z3* very much whereof is contained in this , that men x awiers 
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of yohr waightjeſt buſineſs , as ro-be-Comny 
berween man and/mamn, *R pur. dowy'rhe 


ſt men of the places where they lives: 
» LY 4 -P . - 4 } | ; 
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(#2). 
thaugh they be very Duncesz and very profane in their lives, :zwho-cann ot 
egos chaſtiſe ſwearers and blaſphemers, becauſe they are {ach themſelves , nor 
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# 
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Ehasaie be ſaid of other viceszbur let ic be your {pecial care that faithfull and diſcreec 
en fezring- men þe appointed to adminiſter ;. juſtice throughout che Nation 3 and then 
od and hat- for ather imployments , as the Cuttom- offices, and the like, if there be noc 
bg covetoul- godly men cnovgh to be found for them, they may be diſpoſed of to others 
ef thar are of moſt civil and blameleſſe converſation; but if-Gcdly and conſcien- 
tiozs men may be found for all , then ſuch ſhould be choſen before others, 
and things ſhould not be carryed as they have lately Vten., that.enemies and 
men of vicious lives ſhould be imployed, when honeſt and faithful -men that 
have ſoffz:ed much for their faithiulnefſe ro the Commop wealthy could never 
yet be imployed, þecauſe they had nor ſo many friends to ſpeak for them , 
nor _did not ſo. eagerly ſeek after places as others did. . 

"It. Prop, That moderate and reaſonable ſtipends, be allowed unto all thoſe 
_thatare imployed, that they may have no tenipration to do the work grudg-= 
ingly, or ſparingly, but may dilligently attend it as cheyought to do, pro- 
vided ir be © ſuch ſtiÞend as may enrich men, but that, it may be 'accoun- 
ted a diſhonourable thing for ro have it ſaid that ſuch a man was but in a 


$. Prop. 


r that ſerves 
he Common 
ealth in ſuch 
aployments 


oc "_ mean for ſuch men as tive at honſe and in eaſe, and do not at all hazard their 


lives, or healch, or limbs, for che publick welfare}z bur as for ſach as ſodogir 
= -. would be ingratitude in a high degree, if they were not well rewarded 3 but 
Iths be a1- 1" 1s no ingraticude to give thoſe men bat mean rewards, that do but mean 


= more *: d ealy ſervices ; for ro be Commiſſioner of ;he Cuſtoms. is eaſie ſervice , and 
Wool. **t0 be a Treaſures or the like, is cafte ſervice, and ordinary rewards may ſuffice 
annum, {v7 hem, ſo that no man ſor the diſcharge of ſuch offices, ſhould have more 
: {iu 1501, or 200 |. per annum, even they that have moſt, and are in the moſt 

by onourable of ſuch imployments, and others but 4o- 5o. 60- or 100 |. per an- 
'."* - mnwm, according to the quality ſuch perſons have lived in, and the 4imploy- 
\, _ + - menethey ſhall be fic for : for fomemen of mean parts, may be fir onely for 
mean imployments z whereas other imployments require men of better parts, 

© Tearning and abilities for the mannaging of them, and ſuch men as_have been 
ſo brovght up, and are fo quallified, will deſerve greater ſtipends anſwera- 

ble thereuntoz but any man thovgh he hath five or fix children , may main- 

.. -tain his ſamily yery comfortably with 200 a year, though not in outward ſtate 
and pomp, and needlcfſe yanities, in maintaining muſick.and dancing-Maſters 
ro teach their chiliren, and Qecking of them in filks and filver, and the likez 
>.  , menthat have eſtates of the own before, may do in theſe things what they 
#. . pleaſe y bur it-ſhould never be faid that the publick treaſure ſhovld be fo 
k..-- :. Cxpended, fortherte are many other more neceſſary things to be done there-. 
© with; andbnot to beſtow a thouſand, or five hundred, of three hundred a year. 

| on anyanan that is imployed.in<aby and peaceable- imploymen:s 


And fome Gentlemen of noble and .publick ſpirits, who are men.-of 
eat-gifrs for Bnderſtanding and prudence, . and have withall 'a holy heart, 
alaus for God, who have great.cſtares of their qwn, will be feund go 
| Ins-fieemhenſocyer they ſhallbe defired to officiate ix Tanger: 

« Pg4 UOng ohorairofte Cowl ax 
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Juſtice but drunkaids, becauſe it is a vice they ate guilty of themſelves 3 the like may » 


mean condition the other day,. and now is enrich: by the publick treaſure, ; 
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rable imployments (as in being adminiſtrators of jtiſtics and Comm'ſſioners 
in other caſes, &c._) and will not take any reward at all for it, but do it out 
of defire to be doing ſervice for Chrift , and to be improving their Talents 
for his uſe, but will be unwilling. thatever ic ſhovld be ſaid thar they were 
made rich by the Common-wealths Treaſure, (asto the Hor.our of many no- 
ble Gentlemen in the Land, ic may be vet ſaid of them they have not medled * 
with it) *eveh ſuch as Abraham as wonld not take of the King of Sedom the 
worth of a thread even xo a ſhoe latcher, left it ſhould be ſaid he had made 
Abraham rich. Burt other men of mean eſtates being men of large abilitigs, 
and of great Wiſdom and Prudence, and Piety, being imployed in ſuch of- 
fices(for want of rich men enough (o qualified) ſhould be allowed as aforeſaide- 5x 
12. Prov. That.you ſell no more of thoſe Lands chat are ſorfeired to the q 2.- prape: 
Common-wealth, either in England, Scotland or Ireland, than of meer necel- Thariq? - * 
ſity you moſt, at the leaſt that you do not fell them whayly, but ſell chem one- gore of the 
ly for ſeven af ten years time, thar ſo afterward they may come into the pub- j,ngs be 
lick cuſtody again, and ſerve to defray publick charges, that ſo taxes, exciſe, ;gg ro the} 
and cuftomes, thoſe great burdens of che people may be raken off. © , Commdn-: 
- And thusT leave theſe few Propofals-to your Honours ſerious=*confiderati- wealth be? 
ons, having great expectations that the Lord will make of you repayers of fjencefortl 
breaches and reftorers bf parhs co dyell in. - — ſold; buti 
And that to this end he will powre ont his Spirit upon you even the Spi- feryed to 6 
rit of Wiſdome, and Underftanding, the Spirit of Counſel and® Might, and the people: 
the Spiric of Knowledge, and of the Fear of the Lord, that fo 'you may be Taxes &:; 
of quick undeiſtanding| in the fear of the Loid, and may judge with Righ- cife &caſtos 
teouſneſſe the-poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the Earth®, as *;fg, 1-2] 
itisfaid your Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chiiſt ſhall do. when he cometh þ is the. "6 
fervent prayer of + | 
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Right Hohourable, 
The awworthy ſer- _ | 
London, July 7" 1653s ne" 0 —y | Wy 
EO his people, * 
; | M. Rz- * 5 
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